General Assembly Raised Bill No. 6740

January Session, 2005 LCO No. 3703
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Referred to Committee on Government Administration and
Elections

Introduced by:
(GAE)

AN ACT CONCERNING CERTIFICATION OF CANDIDATES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. Section 9-388 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

Whenever a convention of a political party is held for the
endorsement of candidates for nomination to state or district office,
each candidate endorsed at such convention shall file with the
Secretary of the State a certificate, signed by him, stating that he was
endorsed by such convention, his name as he authorizes it to appear
on the ballot, his full residence address and the title and district, if
applicable, of the office for which he was endorsed. Such certificate
shall be attested by either (1) the chairman or presiding officer, or (2)
the secretary of such convention and shall be received by the Secretary
of the State not later than four o'clock p.m. on the fourteenth day after
the close of such convention. If a certificate of a party's endorsement
for a particular state or district office is not received by the Secretary of
the State by such time, such failure to comply with said deadline shall

nullify the endorsement and any certificate filed after the deadline
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shall be invalid and such party, for purposes of section 9-416 and

section 9-416a shall [be deemed to] have made no endorsement of any
candidate for such office. If applicable, the chairman of a party's state
convention shall, forthwith upon the close of such convention, file with
the Secretary of the State the names and full residence addresses of
persons selected by such convention as the nominees of such party for
electors of President and Vice-President of the United States in

accordance with the provisions of section 9-175.

Sec. 2. Section 9-391 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) Each endorsement of a candidate to run in a primary for the
nomination of candidates for municipal office to be voted upon at a
municipal election, or for the election of town committee members

shall be made under the provisions of section 9-390, as amended by

this act, not earlier than the fifty-sixth day or later than the forty-ninth
day preceding the day of such primary. The endorsement shall be
certified to the clerk of the municipality by either (1) the chairman or
presiding officer, [and] or (2) the secretary of the town committee,
caucus or convention, as the case may be, not later than four o'clock
p-m. on the forty-eighth day preceding the day of such primary. Such
certification shall contain the name and street address of each person
so endorsed, the title of the office or the position as committee member
and the name or number of the political subdivision or district, if any,
for which each such person is endorsed. If such a certificate of a party's
endorsement is not received by the town clerk by such time, such
failure to comply with said deadline shall nullify the endorsement and

any certificate filed after the deadline shall be invalid and such party,
for purposes of sections 9-417, 9-418 and 9-419, shall [be deemed to]

have neither made nor certified such endorsement of any candidate for

such office.

(b) Each selection of delegates to a state or district convention shall

be made in accordance with the provisions of section 9-390, as
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amended by this act, not earlier than the one-hundred-fortieth day and

not later than the one-hundred-thirty-third day preceding the day of
the primary for such state or district office. Such selection shall be
certified to the clerk of the municipality by the chairman or presiding
officer and the secretary of the town committee or caucus, as the case
may be, not later than four o'clock p.m. on the one-hundred-thirty-
second day preceding the day of such primary. Each such certification
shall contain the name and street address of each person so selected,
the position as delegate, and the name or number of the political
subdivision or district, if any, for which each such person is selected. If
such a certificate of a party's selection is not received by the town clerk
by such time, such failure to comply with said deadline shall nullify

the selection and any certificate filed after the deadline shall be invalid

and such party, for purposes of sections 9-417 and 9-420, shall [be
deemed to] have neither made nor certified any selection of any person

for the position of delegate.

(c) Each endorsement of a candidate to run in a primary for the
nomination of candidates for a municipal office to be voted upon at a
state election shall be made under the provisions of section 9-390, as

amended by this act, not earlier than the eighty-fourth day or later

than the seventy-seventh day preceding the day of such primary. Any
certification to be filed under this section, other than a certification

filed in the case of an endorsement for the municipal office of state

senator, state representative or judge of probate, shall be received by

the town clerk not later than four o'clock p.m. on the fourteenth day
after the close of the town committee meeting, caucus or convention, as

the case may be. If any such certificate of a party's endorsement is not

received by the town clerk by such time, such failure to comply with

said deadline shall nullify the endorsement and any certificate filed

after the deadline shall be invalid and such party, for the purposes of

sections 9-417 and 9-418, shall have neither made nor certified any

endorsement of any candidate for such office.

(d) In the case of such an endorsement for the municipal office of

LCO No. 3703 {D:\Conversion\Tob\h\2005HB-06740-R00-HB.doc } 30f10



Raised Bill No. 6740

82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115

state senator, state representative or judge of probate, the candidate so

endorsed shall file with the Secretary of the State a certificate, signed

by the candidate, stating that the candidate was endorsed by such

town committee meeting, caucus or convention, as the case may be, the

candidate's name as the candidate authorizes it to appear on the ballot,

the candidate's full residence address and the title and district, if

applicable, of the office for which the candidate was endorsed. Such

certificate shall be attested by either (1) the chairman or presiding

officer, or (2) the secretary of such convention and shall be received by

the Secretary of the State not later than four o'clock p.m. on the

fourteenth day after the close of such town committee meeting, caucus

or convention, as the case may be. If any such [a] certificate of a party's

endorsement is not received by the [town clerk] Secretary of the State,

by such time, such failure to comply with said deadline shall nullify

the endorsement and any certificate filed after the deadline shall be

invalid and such party, for the purposes of sections 9-417 and 9-418,
shall [be deemed to] have neither made nor certified any endorsement

of any candidate for such office.

(e) The candidate so endorsed for a municipal office to be voted
upon at a state election, other than the office of justice of the peace and

the municipal office of state senator, state representative or judge of

probate, shall file with the town clerk a certificate, signed by that
candidate, stating that such candidate was so endorsed, [the
candidate's name as the candidate authorizes it to appear on the
ballot,] the candidate's full street address and the title and district of
the office for which the candidate was endorsed. Such certificate shall
be attested by either (1) the chairman or presiding officer, [and] or (2)
the secretary of the town committee, caucus or convention which made
such endorsement. The endorsement of candidates for the office of
justice of the peace shall be certified to the clerk of the municipality by
either (A) the chairman or presiding officer, [and] or (B) the secretary
of the town committee, caucus or convention, and shall contain the
name and street address of each person so endorsed and the title of the

office for which each such person is endorsed.
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Sec. 3. Section 9-404a of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

Petition forms for candidacies for nomination by a political party to
a state office, as defined in section 9-372, or the district office of
representative in Congress shall be available from the Secretary of the
State beginning on the one-hundred-fifth day preceding the day of the
primary for such state and district offices. Petition forms for
candidacies for nomination by a political party to the district office of
judge of probate, state senator or state representative shall be available
from the Secretary of the State beginning on the [day following the
close of the district convention held for the purpose of nominating

such party's candidate for such office] seventy-seventh day preceding

the day of the primary for such office. Any person who requests a

petition form shall give the person's name and address and the name,
address and office sought of each candidate for whom the petition is
being obtained and shall file a statement signed by each such
candidate that such candidate consents to be a candidate for such
office. Each such candidate shall include on the statement of consent
the candidate's name as the candidate authorizes it to appear on the
ballot. Upon receiving such information and statement, the Secretary
shall type or print on a petition form the name and address of each
such candidate, the office sought and the political party holding the
primary. The Secretary shall give to any person requesting such form
one or more petition pages, suitable for duplication, as the Secretary
deems necessary. If the person is requesting the form on behalf of an
indigent candidate or a group of indigent candidates listed on the
same petition, the Secretary shall give the person the number of
original pages that the person requests or the number which the
Secretary deems sufficient. An original petition page filled in by the
Secretary may be duplicated by or on behalf of the candidate or
candidates listed on the page and signatures may be obtained on such
duplicates. The duplicates may be filed in the same manner and shall
be subject to the same requirements as original petition pages. All

information relative to primary petitions shall be a public record.
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Sec. 4. Subsection (d) of section 9-390 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(d) The selection of party-endorsed candidates in the manner
provided in subsection (a) or (c) of this section and the selection of
delegates to conventions in the manner provided in subsection (b) of
this section shall be made and certified to the clerk of the municipality

or the Secretary of the State, as the case may be, within the time

specified in section 9-391, as amended by this act.

Sec. 5. Subsections (a) and (b) of section 9-400 of the general statutes

are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective

from passage):

(@) A candidacy for nomination by a political party to a state office
may be filed by or on behalf of any person whose name appears upon
the last-completed enrollment list of such party in any municipality
within the state and who has either (1) received at least fifteen per cent
of the votes of the convention delegates present and voting on any roll-
call vote taken on the endorsement or proposed endorsement of a
candidate for such state office, whether or not the party-endorsed
candidate for such office received a unanimous vote on the last ballot,
or (2) circulated a petition and obtained the signatures of at least two
per cent of the enrolled members of such party in the state, in
accordance with the provisions of sections 9-404a to 9-404c, inclusive,

as amended by this act. Candidacies described in subdivision (1) of

this subsection shall be filed by submitting to the Secretary of the State
not later than four o'clock p.m. on the fourteenth day following the
close of the state convention, a certificate, signed by such candidate
and attested by either (A) the chairman or presiding officer, or (B) the
secretary of the convention, that such candidate received at least fifteen
per cent of such votes, and that such candidate consents to be a
candidate in a primary of such party for such state office. Such

certificate shall specify the candidate's name as the candidate
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authorizes it to appear on the ballot, the candidate's full residence
address and the title of the office for which the candidacy is being
filed. A single such certificate or petition for state office may be filed
on behalf of two or more candidates for different state offices who
consent to have their names appear on a single row of the primary
ballot label under subsection (b) of section 9-437. Candidacies
described in subdivision (2) of this subsection shall be filed by
submitting said petition not later than four o'clock p.m. on the
[fourteenth day following the close of the state convention] sixty-third
day preceding the day of the primary for such office to the registrar of

voters of the towns in which the respective petition pages were
circulated. Each registrar shall file each page of such petition with the
Secretary in accordance with the provisions of section 9-404c. A
petition filed by or on behalf of a candidate for state office shall be
invalid for such candidate if such candidate is certified as the party-

endorsed candidate pursuant to section 9-388, as amended by this act,

or as receiving at least fifteen per cent of the convention vote for such
office pursuant to this subsection. Except as provided in section 9-416a,
upon the expiration of the [fourteen-day] period for party
endorsement and circulation and [the completion of the] tabulation of

[petition] petitions and signatures, if any, if one or more candidacies
for such state office have been filed pursuant to the provisions of this
section, the Secretary of the State shall notify all town clerks in
accordance with the provisions of section 9-433, that a primary for
such state office shall be held in each municipality in accordance with

the provisions of section 9-415.

(b) A candidacy for nomination by a political party to a district
office may be filed by or on behalf of any person whose name appears
upon the last-completed enrollment list of such party within any
municipality or part of a municipality forming a component part of
such district and who has either (1) received at least fifteen per cent of
the votes of the convention delegates present and voting on any roll-
call vote taken on the endorsement or proposed endorsement of a

candidate for such district office, whether or not the party-endorsed
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candidate for such office received a unanimous vote on the last ballot,
or (2) circulated a petition and obtained the signatures of at least two
per cent of the enrolled members of such party in the district for the
district office of representative in Congress, and at least five per cent of
the enrolled members of such party in the district for the district offices
of state senator, state representative and judge of probate, in

accordance with the provisions of sections 9-404a to 9-404c, inclusive,

as amended by this act. Candidacies described in subdivision (1) of
this subsection shall be filed by submitting to the Secretary of the State
not later than four o'clock p.m. on the fourteenth day following the
close of the district convention, a certificate, sighed by such candidate
and attested by either (A) the chairman or presiding officer, or (B) the
secretary of the convention, that such candidate received at least fifteen
per cent of such votes, and that the candidate consents to be a
candidate in a primary of such party for such district office. Such
certificate shall specify the candidate's name as the candidate
authorizes it to appear on the ballot, the candidate's full residence
address and the title and district of the office for which the candidacy
is being filed. Candidacies described in subdivision (2) of this
subsection shall be filed by submitting said petition not later than four
o'clock p.m. on the [fourteenth day following the close of the district

convention] sixty-third day preceding the day of the primary for such

office to the registrar of voters of the towns in which the respective
petition pages were circulated. Each registrar shall file each page of
such petition with the Secretary in accordance with the provisions of
section 9-404c. A petition may only be filed by or on behalf of a
candidate for the district office of state senator, state representative or
judge of probate who is not certified as the party-endorsed candidate

pursuant to section 9-388, as amended by this act, or as receiving at

least fifteen per cent of the convention vote for such office pursuant to
this subsection. A petition filed by or on behalf of a candidate for the
district office of representative in Congress shall be invalid if said

candidate is certified as the party-endorsed candidate pursuant to

section 9-388, as amended by this act, or as receiving at least fifteen per
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cent of the convention vote for such office pursuant to this subsection.
Except as provided in section 9-416a, upon the expiration of the

[fourteen-day] period for party endorsement and circulation and [the

completion of the] tabulation of [petition] petitions and signatures, if
any, if one or more candidacies for such district office have been filed
pursuant to the provisions of this section, the Secretary of the State
shall notify all town clerks within the district, in accordance with the
provisions of section 9-433, that a primary for such district office shall
be held in each municipality and each part of a municipality within the

district in accordance with the provisions of section 9-415.

Sec. 6. Subsection (a) of section 9-405 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(a) (1) Candidacies of persons other than party-endorsed candidates
for nomination by a political party to a municipal office to be voted
upon at a municipal election, or for election as town committee
members shall be filed with the registrar, as provided in section 9-406,
not later than four o'clock p.m. on the thirty-fourth day preceding the
day of the primary of such party for the nomination of candidates for
such office or for the election of town committee members. Said day

and hour shall be specified on the petition forms.

(2) Candidacies of persons, other than party-endorsed candidates,
for nomination by a political party to a municipal office to be voted
upon at a state election shall be filed with the registrars, as provided in
section 9-406, not later than four o'clock p.m. on the [fourteenth day
following the making of the party's endorsement of a candidate for

such office] sixty-third day preceding the day of the primary for such

office. Said day and hour shall be specified on the petition forms.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section1 | from passage | 9-388
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Sec. 2 from passage 9-391

Sec. 3 from passage 9-404a

Sec. 4 from passage 9-390(d)

Sec. 5 from passage 9-400(a) and (b)
Sec. 6 from passage 9-405(a)

Statement of Purpose:

To (1) provide for enforcement of deadlines concerning the filing of
endorsements, (2) eliminate confusion by requiring all certificates of
endorsements for candidates in a state election to be filed with the
Secretary of the State, (3) provide flexibility by allowing a certificate of
endorsement to be signed by either the presiding officer or secretary of
the convention, and (4) provide a date certain for access to and
submission of primary petitions.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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